
MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission at Porter Street 

Elementary is to create a caring, 

respectful community of 

learners.  

The school community is focused 

on creating a socially 

responsible school climate to 

enhance student learning.   

 “Take care of yourself, take care of each other,  

take care of this place. Together we are better.” 
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A Learning Community 

NEWSLETTER 
Monday, March 6, 2017 T : 604.936.4296 

F : 604.936.8593 
www.sd43.bc.ca/porter 

porterstreet@sd43.bc.ca 
728 Porter Street, Coquitlam, BC,  

V3J 5B4 

 

An update from our PSLT 

Porter Student Leadership Team 

BUBBLE GUM CHEWING AND BUBBLE BLOWING FUNDRAISER! 
Our PSLT is comprised of thirteen extremely motivated Grade 5 students who want to make a POSITIVE and SIGNIFICANT         
difference in our school, community and globally. Each of these amazing students display maturity, a keen willingness to make a 
difference, boundless eagerness and endless passion! 

The purpose of our PSLT is to help empower and challenge our young people to act with intention and lead with compassion and 
conviction so that together we can transform the lives of others both locally and globally. Together with the leadership, support 
and care from two teachers, Ms. Turpin and Ms. McCall, our PSLT meets weekly during lunch to identify the issues that spark their 
passions and create the change they want to see.  We will be on continuous learning journey during the year to find different ways 
we can support both our local and global communities.  

The purpose of this fundraiser was to help a family from East  Vancouver who, in early January, experienced a horrible tragedy. 
Unfortunately, this family had a very devastating house fire and the unimaginable tragedy of losing a child.   

On Monday, February 27 our gym became one BIG bubble gum chewing and bubble blowing event! 

Our PSLT selected students who were blowing the largest bubbles and brought them to the stage. Our PSLT, then, selected the 
three students who were consistently blowing large bubbles. Each of the three students earned a $15 Gift Card to Chapters/Indigo. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ryan Hutchinson Jason Gu Jenny Yoo 

Wishing all of our  

Porter Families  

a wonderful, restful and safe 

Spring Break! 
 

 

 

 

School re-opens on  

Monday, March 27, 2017! 

https://www.we.org/
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DOGS ON PORTER SCHOOL PROPERTY 
We recognize and appreciate that dogs are significant and loved members of some of our families and that 
parents and caregivers, often walk or bring their dog to school when dropping-off their child at the start of 
the school day and when picking up their child at the end of the school day. 

Several weeks ago, a parent reported that before school a dog defecated on our school grounds; the         
extremely disturbing part was that the dog-dropping was not cleaned up by the owner. The owner is believed to be a school     
parent. This report was made after the 8:50 am school bell; upon being reported to us our Caretaker and I cleaned up the dropping 
and disposed of it. The owner and dog had left. 

On another occasion last week before school a parent reported that a dog was running on our gravel field off leash.  

Dog feces can transmit disease – PLEASE CLEAN UP AFTER YOUR DOG! 

Please remember and be mindful that some of our students and adults are scared of dogs; that not all of our school 
community members are comfortable with dogs – PLEASE KEEP YOUR DOG ON A LEASH AND IN CONTROL AT ALL 
TIMES! 

EVEN LOUD DOG-BARKING CAN SCARE SOME STUDENTS AND ADULTS – if you own such a vocal dog please keep 
your dog a safe distance from our students, undercover areas, especially our adventure play areas. 

Therefore, please, when dropping off and picking up your child: 

 Other than school drop-off and school pick-up of students, dogs are not to be on school property 

 ALL dogs MUST be leashed AT ALL TIMES and under the direct control of the owner 

 DO NOT tie up your dog and leave unattended at any time 

 ALL dogs MUST remain outside the school 

 Dogs and their owners MUST NOT block entrances to and exits from our school 

 Please keep your dog well away from our school entrances/exits 

 Please keep your dog well away from our school playgrounds 

 DO NOT wait with your dog on or next to paths where students enter and exit our school property 

 Dogs should NEVER be off-leash 

 Dog owners MUST clean up their dog’s feces and any residue 

 Please report any concerns to the office 

While it is difficult for school staff to supervise school property usage during the evenings and weekends, the City of Coquitlam 
Bylaw Office has been contacted to help monitor school grounds during these times. 

The staff at Porter Elementary School is working hard to ensure a safe and caring school environment and with your cooperation 
we hope to continue to work with all of our community members. 

If someone is caught breaking one or more of the rules above and we can identify the owner  

we will forward names and details to both the RCMP and City of Coquitlam Bylaws Department.  

You risk being fined. 
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For detailed Porter Calendar Information please click HERE (Intranet – you need your child’s 
username and password) or HERE (Public Website Calendar) 
 
 

BOOKFAIR A HUGE SUCCESS! 

Are you ready for the grand total?!  

We had sales of $4222.40 at the book fair!!   
Some VERY COOL stats: 

 the class that purchased the most books is Mme Simister’s Grade 1 class with 50 
books – well done! 

 coming in second place was Mme Dahl’s Grade 4/5 with 39 
books purchased 

 the grand total of books purchased was 398...WOW!  

 As a result of us having surpassed our sales goal of $3,500 Mr. Passaglia was dressed up as a PIRATE for 
the entire day on Thursday, February 23! 

 A HUGE thank you goes out to our Book Fair Parent Volunteer Coordinator, Christina Debruyn, and her 
amazing team of parent and student volunteers! 

 

ENJOY THE PICS! 
 

https://my43.sd43.bc.ca/schools/PorterStreet/Lists/School%20Calendar/calendar.aspx
http://www.sd43.bc.ca/school/porter/Lists/Calendar/calendar.aspx
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REMINDERS ABOUT OUR NORTH & SOUTH 

STAFF PARKING LOTS 
 

 Please DO NOT PARK in either our north and south parking lot - there are not enough parking stalls for the    
number of staff we have 

 STUDENT DROP-OFF AND PICK-UP is allowed in our North Staff Parking Lot; it is designed as a ‘round-about’ for 
this purpose 

 Cars should not be left unattended – this lot is for drop-off and pick-up only 

 

FOR OUR SOUTH PARKING LOT 

FOR OUR NORTH PARKING LOT 



SPRING BREAK 
 

 

 

 

SD43 SPRING BREAK "SCHOOL OF WONDERSTANDING" CAMP 
SD43 is very happy to announce that the School of "Wonderstanding" Spring Break Camp is available.  We are very pleased, and 
fortunate, to again be partnering with Simon Fraser's PDP program to offer this camp. This year we are lucky to have 5 camps   
running.  

This year’s camp locations are the following – Central Community School, Seaview Community School, Miller Park Elementary 
School, Maillard Middle School and Minnekhada Middle School.  

Seaview Camp will have a concentration of arts and performing arts 

Miller Park will an additional component of environmental and sustainability content 

The Maillard Camp will be facilitated by the Aboriginal stream of Simon Fraser University student teachers. This camp will  
incorporate traditional aboriginal cultural teachings as part of the program curriculum of this camp 

Additionally, the Minnekhada Camp (L´ECOLE D´EMERVEILLEMENT CAMP) will be fun camp for students Grades 1 – 5 in French 
Immersion or Francophone Program. This opportunity will be a French enrichment program through play  

 

The School of Wonderstanding Spring Break is now available for registration! 

This is a fun 4-day camp running Tuesday, March 14th to Friday, March 17th. The camp will have many different activities      
throughout the days, with a special additional focus on arts and preforming arts. The camp is fully supervised by Student Teachers 
in the Professional Development Program, as part of their teacher training. The camp is designed to excite and delight the          
participants with hands-on, creative learning opportunities to strengthen the connection of “wonder” and “understanding” of the 
world around us through play. 

Registration is available online through the Community Programs Page on the appropriate school site, as well as paper                
registration. The paper registration can be downloaded from the attachment as well as from the Community Programs page. 

 

If there are any questions, please feel free to contact Dasha: dbelskaya@sd43.bc.ca at any time.  

Dasha Belskaya 

Community School Coordinator 

School District 43 
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A MESSAGE FROM ‘LUNCH LADY’ 

 

  

mailto:dbelskaya@sd43.bc.ca
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Basketball Season comes to an end… 
Congratulations to our Grade 5 Girls and Boys Basketball Teams who completed their league 

play against neighbouring elementary schools by 

hosting and playing in  our 3rd Annual Porter      

Basketball Jamboree, held at Dr. Charles Best     

Secondary. 

Throughout the entire season as well as in our   

Jamboree  our student-athletes displayed             

outstanding skill and fairplay.  

We are extremely proud of our both teams!  
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And the 2016-2017 PHL Cup goes to… 

...the Edmonton Oilers!! 
 

Congratulations to the Edmonton Oilers who are this year’s 2016-2017 Porter Hockey League 

(PHL) Champions! 

After more than 60 games in our 6-team Canadian Grade 4/5 PHL Floor Hockey Tournament 

the Edmonton Oilers finished first in the league. The Oilers went on to win their best-of-three 

semi-final and advanced to the PHL best-of-three final where they won the PHL Cup! 

The team members include: 

 

 



  SPRING BREAK AT PLACES DES ARTS 

As you may know, Place des Arts and School District 43 Community Connections have been 
working together since 2012 providing in-school arts programming in an effort to increase 
accessibility and exposure to the arts for children and youth. Place des Arts is an educational 
arts centre located in Maillardville, Coquitlam known for quality programming and instruc-
tion, with over 40 years of excellence in arts education.  

During Spring Break, Place des Arts will be offering a Spring Break Camp for students in kindergarten to grade 5 and two weeks of 
half-day art intensives for students in grades 6 to 9. Place des Arts’ spring break art activities are designed specifically with each 
age group in mind. Highly skilled instructors and a low student-to-instructor ratio provide a quality educational experience. 

Please view this linked Spring Break flyers for class descriptions, registration information and more details. 

If you have any questions about Place des Arts’ arts camps, please feel free to contact Place des Arts Fine and Performing Arts Pro-
grammer Jessie Au at 604.664.1636 ext. 33 or jau@placedesarts.ca.  
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http://placedesarts.ca/camps-field-trips/spring-break-arts-camp.aspx
http://placedesarts.ca/documents/C-FT_2017_SBCampFlyer.pdf
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Principal   Secretary   Assistant Superintendent  Liaison Trustee 
Mr. D. Passaglia  Mrs. Kathy Sather   Mr. Carey Chute     Ms. Diane Sowden 
604-936-4296  604-936-4296   604-939-9201   Phone: 604-939-8973 
dpassaglia@sd43.bc.ca ksather@sd43.bc.ca   cchute@sd43.bc.ca   dsowden@sd43.bc.ca 
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‘Children...Learn What They Live’ 

If a child lives with criticism, 

 he/she learns to condemn. 

If a child lives with hostility, 

 he/she learns to fight.   

If a child lives with ridicule,  

 he/she learns to be shy. 

If a child lives with shame, 

 he/she learns to feel guilty. 

If a child lives with tolerance, 

 he/she learns to be patient. 

If a child lives with encouragement, 

 he/she learns confidence. 

If a child lives with praise, 

 he/she learns to appreciate. 

If a child lives with fairness, 

 he/she learns justice. 

If a child lives with security,  

 he/she learns to have faith. 

If a child lives with approval, 

 he/she learns to like himself/herself. 

If a child lives with acceptance and       

friendship, 

 he/she learns to find love in the world. 

 

   Author Unknown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘What All Children Want Their       

Parents to Know...’ 

 

Teach me to love and care for myself 

Through your positive example. 

I will learn much more from what you do 

Than from anything you could ever say. 

 

Notice me often, 

And take joy in my existence,  

So that I may grow up to feel special 

And know that I am loved. 

 

Listen to me 

With an open ear and a loving heart 

So that I learn to understand my feelings 

And trust that my needs will be heard. 

 

Play with me often. 

Let down your guard and be carefree. 

The memories will last long,  

And our connection even longer. 

 

Focus on what I’m doing right, 

And tell me when you appreciate me, 

So that I learn to feel worthy 

And motivated to do even more. 

 

Tell me more about your life, 

Your hopes, dreams, and successes, 

So that I can come to know you as a person 

And can call you my friend 

As well as my parent. 

 

       1996 Julia Loomans and her daughter Diane Loomans 


